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Meaning of important Greek Words

(la1wom (V1B A IB(AICWINEIBB)HNS @RAGN0)

Agennesia

Agennetos

Aion

Akolouthia

Apatheia

Chronos

Diastema

The essential nature of God is unbegottenness or Agennesia
(Cosmic Man The Divine Presence, Sophia Publications,
New Delhi, Kottayam 1980, p. 31), 2mmailgjodo.

Unbegotten (Cosmic Man, p. 27, 28, 31, 32, 33), qui@o®,,
gammoﬂ%ommoﬁ.

Created Eternity or Redeemed time. A new kind of time, where
the fullness of mankind, the whole of humanity in time and
space, will be co-present (Cosmic Man, p. 189),

OBAIBOMRAIW MI®LOM)EAI0, AlONES)HNNa]5 GRAITVN.

The term Akolouthia which could be translated consistency,
consequence, coherence, following up or custom, occupies a
central place in Gregory’s epistemology. For him it becomes
of the utmost importance to understand things in their proper
sequential order, and then to state what is understood in the
right sequential order. Akolouthia is thus an aspect of the
orderliness of the universe. Akolouthia or order and sequence
belongs only to the created order and not to the Creator
(Cosmic Man, p. 47, 48, 49, 50), quiatisloiloel (&ale
eNIMWo, UDLoRILIEMNIMWo.

It is not the absence of sin alone. It is the active functions of
the created free-will of man. It is creation of goodness from
evil-free free will of man (Cosmic Man, p. 194), Mati&00®,
m13aile:00.

Time, spacio-temporal. In time each moment being
merely a point of inter-section between the future and the
past (Cosmic Man, p. 189), &oelo.

The word refers to discontinuity, gap, interval, extension etc.
Gregory of Nyssa finds a more comprehensive use for the
term for the whole structure of the Creator-creation
relationship. All created existence is by nature extended in
time and space, and therefore Diastema is the characteristics
of created being. There is an ontological and therefore
epistemological gap between the Creator’s being and that of
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Energeia

Ennoia

Epinoia

the creation which the human mind or any other created mind
is incapable of traversing. The term is used to denote that
there is interval or gap between God and the world (Cosmic
Man, p. 68, 69, 71), ailsal, ®)sda oo,

Creative energy of God, Operative power of God etc. The
creation has both come to be from non-being and is maintained
in being only by the will of the Creator. The participation in
that will is the ground of its being. In itself it is nothing, it
shares in being and goodness by participation in the
constituting will which brought it out of non-being and leads
it to being. It can participate infinitely in the good which is
the will or energeiaor creative power of God. It is from this
energeia that the creation has the basis of its existence and
its possibility of sharing in the good. The Creator’s Ousia
thus share its energeia with the creation (Cosmic Man, p.
115, 122), 903220, 0O

Eunomius’s epistemology assumes that starting from the
name, it is possible to get to the Ennoia or intuition or mental
conception of the reality signified by the name. The
significance of the name is not in the utterance or
pronunciation but in the Ennoia (the internal mental
conception). Eunomius has a view which seems to assume
that what is not knowable and statable for man is not reality
at all. Eunomius thinks that the intuition as well as the names
given to them are created by God (Cosmic Man, p. 29),
@RANBL6MOMo.

It is the faculty of the mind that goes beyond sense
impressions to relate them to each other in the mind and thus
forms concepts. All human advance and progress is
dependent on the proper exercise of the faculty and as such
it is the greatest gift of God to man. Epinoia is not
autonomous, but given by God and functions properly only
under God’s guidance. This faculty is implanted in man for
good but man has the moral freedom to use it for the opposite.
Its legitimate function is to follow up the creation in its
orderliness and mutual relationship and to show us that the
ground of all existence in creation lies “beyond” the creation
and can be affirmed though not described. The epinoia can
discover the orderliness of creation as well as its nature as



Gennema

Metousia

Monogenes

QOusia

Pleroma
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contingent upon the creator’s will and energy, but it also
reveals the gap or diastema between the creator and the
creation (Cosmic Man, p. 44,45, 46), aM)at}(~ 12610, BM)aHy
LEMOMo.

Begotten (Cosmic Man, p. 31, 28, 32, 33), Rom»ad,
R JI.

Participation, Continuity etc.The term is used to denote
continuity, participation, in the creative energies of God
Himself. For Gregory of Nyssa the creation is the projection
of the will, wisdom and power of God. God’s Being is not
immanent in creation; God’s Being is totally transcendent,
but his Energeia his will, his power is the basis of the
existence of the creation, and nothing in creation can thus
exist without participating in God’s energies. In this sense all
that exists, so long it exists participate in the will, power, and
wisdom of God (Cosmic Man, p. 108) a18:081l0mo0, @)5B2],
@)S@enuawo.

Only-begotten (Cosmic Man, p. 28), a@»&R0003.

Being-in-itself, Substance etc. It is the source of its on being
and goodness, and the source of the being and goodness of
all that is created. The Cappadocian Fathers draw the line
between the Creator and all the rest. The Creator becomes
not One in simple way, but as Triune God, Three Persons
having one substance (Ousia), distinguished as Three distinct
persons, distinguished in terms of the Father in his
unbegottenness, the Son in his Begottenness, and the Spirit
in his Procession. Thus the Ousia is shared only within the
Godhead of the Triune Creator, and cannot be shared by the
creation, either epistemologically (intellectually) or
ontologically (that is in terms of being) (Cosmic Man, p. 115,
122), @6m, auo0I0Udo, TLOD, B0 @RHID T
26meO© aflevoatlaflanan alco.

This idea is a key to Gregory’s understanding of History and
of the incarnation and even of meta-history. The whole of
humanity, in all places and all times, together constitutes the
human nature in which Christ has become incarnate and which
Christ has united to Himself. The pleroma, fullness of
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Sola Gratia

Sumpnoia

Synergia

Taxis

humanity is thus a limited entity with a beginning and end,
and then that limit is reached history itself as we now know it
must come to a close. That finitude is an essential character
of created realities including humanity as such and time as
such (Cosmic Man, p. 186, 187), qu@qaomnaeno.

Only Grace (Cosmic Man, p. 131), @sQiel éial.

Co-breathing. The whole Church acting together as a single
body. The Church is dependent not merely on the various
parts breathing together, but also on their being in symphony
with the will of God, preferring it to their own. Thus sumpnoia
of the Church is a transcendent one, and not of the type that
the Stoics conceived the sumpnoia of the cosmos to be.
Gregory of Nyssa christianizes the word by denying that there
is true sumpnoia in a creation which has been invaded by
sin. He centered the sumpnoia on Christ and his cross; and
by making the sumpnoia eschatological (Cosmic Man, p. 10,
12), qvaovoiarumo.

Gregory of Nyssa’s doctrine of Synergia is an essential
element in his understanding of Man as Image of God, which
means the capacity to do good and be good. All human acts
of good are God’s acts not only in the sense that God has
given man the capacity to do good, but also because the
Spirit, i.e., God Himself, is in person present to help him to do
good (Cosmic Man, p. 213,214, 215), &eBa1a00amilen yGrmocs
M@ O21QOMSS Hlal.

Order (Cosmic Man, p. 50).
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